-

T WEATHER.

¥Fair tonight
change 1 31} temp
northerly winds:
Temperature past
Hish, 43I,
T s today

ture,;

!
|
]
I

and Saturday; no!

twentv-four hours:
#t 2 pm. today: low, 26, at

For full report see page 15,

miieh
mocerste

‘The Foening Shar.

“From Press to Home

Within the Hour”

-_—

e e e e — Last Week's Net 1 lation—
CLOSING NEW YORK STOCKS PAGE 15, Daily Average, 74,128; Sunday, 54,726.
No. 19.868. WASHINGTON, D. C, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1915-TWENTY PAGES. 5 ONE CENT.
NEUTRAL VESSEL [ s =] PRESIDENT TO OPEN 7|CABINET DISCIISSES GZAR'S MEN FLUNG
return 1o its ?-:1.-:'- and report ll']::& r:o-
e o e e do . th

SENT 10 BOTTOM
OF SEA BY MINE

Norwegian Ship Founders and
Lifeboat of Spanish
Carrier Is Found.

FRENCH STEAMER HIT
BY TORPEDO OFF DIEPPE

Zeppelins Are Used by Germans in
Carrying Out Blockade
of England.

DUTCH CRAFT HALTED BY ONE

Assurance Is Given That Food Car-
goes for Relief of Belgium
Will Not Be Mo-
lested.

LONDON, February 19.—With
tiermany bending every effort to
inforce her avowed blockade of
Iiritish waters comes announce-
ments of loss and damage to neu-
trals" merchant vessels from tor-
and mines. The Nor-
wegian steamer Nordcap has
Leen sent to the bottom, it is de-
clared, while the Spanish steamer
Floracio is believed to have suf-
fered a like fate. A German sub-
marine torpedoed the French
steamer Dinorah without warn-
ing this morning.

The Norwegian tank steamer
Belridge, which sailed from New
Orleans January 28 and Newport
News February 3, for Amsterdam,
struck a mine tc.-da_v off Dover.
The vessel was only slightly dam-
aged by the explosion, and she
proi)abl_v will finish her voyage to
the Dutch port.

All England Is Stirred.

All England is stirred by the present
titvation, and notwithstanding previous
declarations that channel =ailings would
not be curtailed, preparations are be-
ing made looking toward this end. A
dreaded expectation seems to pervade
the nation, that if the neutrals persist
in sendinz their vessels through the
sea war zone, American, as well as
ships of other neutral nations, will be
Jdestroved. With this fear there comes
the demand from all sources that the
British admiralty act with decision to
rid surrounding waters of the foe.

The French steamer Dinorah was
proceeding from Havre for Dunkirk,
and at apoint sixteen miles off Dieppe
& German submarine fired & torpedo. It
struck the Dinorah with loud explo-
=fon, but the Dinorah did not sink, she
being towed into Dieppe. No mention
is made of the loss of any of her crew.

Pumping Saves Vessel

A plate on the port side of the Di-
norah below the water line was stove
n by the torpedo. Nevertheless the Di-
rorah managed to keep afloat by hard
sumping. Word of the occurrence was
raken into Dieppe by fishing boats,
¢ assistance for the Dinorah was
promptiy sent out She was towed into
port, and her cargo will be discharged
here. The presence of a German sub-
marine off Cape Allly was reported
four days ago. The daily steam traffic
service between ‘Dieppe and England
a3 been suspended.

Norwegian Vessel Sunk.

The Norwegian steamer Nordcap, ac-
vording to the E‘xch;snge Telegraph
Company's Copenhagen correspondent,
siruck a German mine In the Baltic
and fouundered. All her crew perished.
The Nordcap was a steamer of thirty-
two tons and was owned by Wrangell
& Company of Hangesend.

The crews of one Danish and three
Norwegian ships at Aarbums, Denmark,
refused today to sail for England and
left thetr ships

A lifeboat was picked up early this
merning on Goodwin sands. It belonged
1o the Spanish steamer Horaclo which
left Bilbao a week ago for Hartlepool
The Horaclo is overdus and it is feared
that she i1s the victim of a German mine

or terpedo.
Eaiser Directing Blockade.

'
scloes
pedos

Fmpercr Willlam, with his brother. Ad
niral Prince Henry of Prussia and Ad.
miral vom Tirpitz, the minister of the

thelir respective gtaffs, is vis
reimehaven, Helgoland, and
tons to direct the block

ade of England
T

iz reported that the Germans have

huiit 126 big mine iaving submarines
during the last six months, each with a
currving capacity of over one hundred

ifnes

Zeppelinsg Used as Patrols.

A dispaich to the Duatly Express from
Hotterdam describes how Zeppelins are

being employed In patrol operations
slong trangportation lanez 1t suve the
iratch eteamer Helena lasy ‘Tyesdas
2= éverhanled in the North sea by

" which tratned her guns on

and ordered her tg hewve

satisfied of the Hsalena's

vaptain of the Zeppelin

and reascended with his

'
alrships presumally are
food-laden craft moving
The halting of the
Trutch steamer Helena by a Zeppelin
hovering over her mastheads gives a
new role to dirigible adrcraft, which so
far during this war nave done little on
land or ey to justify their painte-
nanos

The Zappelin
waztehing for
1oward England

Adriatic Reaches Englund.

=

The White ¢ Eteamer  Adriatic
wiich arrived a' Liverpool this ;-fg,.g,-..
nwaon from New York after an uneven:-
ful trip. flew the British flag all the
way across the Atlantic. The Adriutie

crossed the Irish sea at night.
No Immediate news from the sabma-
rine campaign against Greagt Briwin

struction of ships.

The British government, in its war
risks plan, has decided to extend to
men of the crews of British merchant-
men such as may lose their lives or

limbs owing to attacks by enemy war-
ships or air erail, the szame scale of
enefits as are payable to the men or
their dependents of similar rank in the
navy.

Relief Ships Not Affected.

Relief ships chartered by the com-
mission for Belgian relief are to be
permitted to follow their usual route
across the Fnglish channel without
molestation from German submarines.

For some months past 21l vessels fly-
ing the relief flag, even if they wera
of belligerent registry, have been im-
mune from attack under assurances
from both the British and the German
admirlties.

When the German war zone WaS
ordered the relief commission was ad-
vigzed to send its ships by way of the
north of Scotland, but as the German
minister of marine renewed hisz as-
surance of =afe conduct when the com-
missi~n informed him that this change
of route would result in the forfeiture

of chartérs, instructions were given
that thé ghips pursue their usual
course.

DRASTIC ACTION BY BRITISH.

All Travel Between England and
Continent Suspended by Admiralty.

All travel between Eneland and the
continent of Europe has been suspend-
ed by the British admiralty until further
notice, accordlng to advices received
today at the State Department.

Some State Department officials in-
terpret the suspension of “travel” as
referring to passengers until there
could be some rearrangement of ship
schedules with protection of convoys,
but other officials thought it might
temporarily include all commercial
intercourse across the Ehglish channel.

The effect of the suspension by the
British admiralty probably will affect
transatlantic traffic conslderably, though
the lack of definite information as to Eng-
land’s retaliatory measures against the

German submarine campaign rendered it
difficult for officials tc forecast what the
exact results of the order would be.

WOULD BAR INTERSTATE
SHIPMENT OF FIREARMS

Senator Shields’ Bill Aims to Re-
strict Carrying of Pocket
Pistols.

Declaring that the practice of carry-
ing pocket pistols was largely respon-
gible for the great number of criminal
homicides which occur each yvear In the
United States, and that the sale of
such weapons should be restricted,
Senator Shields of Tennessee today ifi-
troduced in the Senate a blll which
would make it unlawfu! for any per-
son or corporation to seek to send, or
to send, by any commeon carrier, or by
the mails, any pistol or similar fire-
arms, from one state or from the Dis-
trict of Columbia to another state. The
bill would make it an offense for any
common carrier to receive for trans-
portatign any such weapon. Fines of
from $100 to $500, and imprisonment
from one month to six months, are pro-
vided as penalties for violations of the
law.

Aims to Suppress Homicides.

In offering his blil Senator Shields
said:

“By this bill 1 propose to contribute
something to the suppression of homi-
cides, which have become the national
crime of the United States.”

Senator Shields declared the United
States has the largest percentage of
murders of any country in the world,
and that the practice of carrying pis-
tols and the easy manner in which
they may be obtained were responsible
for the great majority of these crimes.

FLEES AS REPRIEVED; KILLED.

Murderer Shot Few Minutes Before
Commutation Telegram Arrives.

OTTAWA, February 19.—News of an
unusual tragedy in northwest Canada
reached the Domlinion government last
night. Romelp Caesari, under sentence
to be hanged vesterday at White Horse,
Yukon territory, for murder, attempt-
ed to escape and was shot by Con-
stable Hayes of the northwest mounted
police, * ho was guarding him. Two
bullets took effect and the man died.

A few minutes before this occurred
a telegram from the Canadian minister
of justire had reached White Horse
directing the authorities not to pre-
ceed with the execution, us the gov-
ernment had decided that Caersari was
insane and had commuted his sentence
to life imprisonment.

The sheriff was on the way to convey
the news to Caesari when he made his
fatal dash for liberty.

ONE OF THREE KILLED.

Senator Johnson and North Carolina
Speaker in Auto Accident.

HALEIGH, N ., February The
rondition of  Emmett R. Waooten,
gpeaker of the North Carolina hougse of
representatives, who, with Senator
Johnson, was injured in an sutomobile
accident in which William Ayeock, en-
crossing clerk of the senate, was killed
early today, was sald to be satisfactory
at noon todav. H= is suffering from
several broken ribs and shock, He
will recover

The ident in which the men fig.
nred happened near the Country Club
about two miles from the city, They
were returning from the
1220 thi=s morning when the sntome
pile skidded and wazg overturned A
roel. was pinned under the car The
other accupzants were thrown clear of
the wreck., Senator Johnson was only
elightly injured.

DAY TN CONGRESS.

12

Benate.

Met at 11 am
The =hip bill investigating committes

did not meet and the Sepate prepared
to rugh work on waiting appropriation
Bille.
House.
Met at 11 am
The pension bl carrving $164,000,-
600, was passed and the diplomatic

and consular bill was taken up.

By ununimous consent It was agreed
to send the administration ship bill te
conference in accordance with the plans

is expected In German paval circlesg in

of democratic leaders.

pany, the nation’s stutes und territories

club aboyr |
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SAN FRANCISGO FAIR

Will Press Button Tomorrow
Noon, Pacific Coast Time,
Flashing Electric Spark.

TALK THEN TO FOLLOW
OVER PHONE TO COAST

Grounds and Buildings Completed
and Forty-One Nations Are
Participating.

SAN FRANCISCO, February 19.—An
electric spark, jumping across the-con-

tinent, will open the Panama-Pacific
international exposition at noon to-
morrow, Pacific coast time. In the

White House at Washington the Presi-
dent will press a button and the
aerials of the great government radio
station at Arlington will snarl and
splutter. The vibrations will be re-
ceived an infinitesimal fraction of a
second later by a commercial station
on the shores of San Francisco bay,
where they will be relaved by wire
to a receiving instrument on the expo-
sitiorl grounds.

As soon as the signal is received the
wheels will begin to turn and the
fountains to play, the gates will swing
open and a procession of citizens, with
the mayor at their head, will march
onto the grounds.

At the same time Presldent Charles
C. Moore of the exposition will inform
President Wilson by word of mouth
over a telephone line already set up
and waiting that the wireless flash
has been received and the exposition
iz open. In return, President Wilson
will send his greetings and good
wishes. Thus the two latest modes of
long-distance communication will be
employed to vivify the fair. Cere-
monies of tedication and acecéptance
as brief as it is pogsible to make them
will follow.

Forty-One Nations Participating.

After the outbreak of the European
Wwar there sprang up a rumor that the
expogition would not open. As a mat-
ter of fact, the exposition stands to-
day 100 per cent complete, frée of debt
and with forty-one foreign mnations
participating, of which twenty have
built pavilions of their own. England,
Germany, Austria and Russia, among
the belligerents, are not officially rep-
rezented, although various of their
commercial organizations have seen to
it that they should not be wholly left
out of mind. France, Italy and Japan
are officially represented, as are forty-
one states and territories under the
flag of the United States. Canada gnd
Australasia, under the Britizh flag, both
have buildings. 7

Structurally speaking, that part of
the exposition built of its own funds
and wholly under the control of its own

irection was finished six months ago.

W/f/ﬂ(/ﬂﬁffﬂ!”f”lll| I .

HOLLAND’S TROOPS ARE MOVING
ALONG THE GERMAN BORDER;
WATER DEFENSES ARE READY

Preparations Made
Growing Out of

The grounds lie on the water front ad-
joining the United States military reser-
vation known as the Presidio, facing San
Francisco bay, with the Golden Gate
visible to the west. The broad stretch-
es of mural expanse are grained and
stained to the texture and color of Ital-
ian travertine. Where the statuary
has not been wrought from the same
material it has been finished a soft
buff or burnt orange.

Thus the exposition as a whole has
the soft tone of a pastel done in the
impressionlstic manner. Other world's
fairs have been uniformly white, which
in the strong light of the California
climate would have been painfully
dazzling.

Colossal Tower of J’s!'els.

Dominating the whole scheme is the
colossal Tower of Jewels, 435 feet high, |
set in the central Court of the Universe, |
whose Corinthian ceolumns are taller
than those of St. Peter's at Rome. Each |
column is surmounted by the figure of |
a stam, whose headdress s covered
with “jewels,” and from the tower it-
self depend 80,000 sparklets in all col-
ors, which flash in the sun and scin-
tillate at night when the searchllghts
illuminate the court.

The site and plan of the exposition
have made it the most compact ever
built. It occupies 635 acres, of which
fifty have been devoted to horticultural
display. Liberal use of palms, shrub-
bery, vines and trees has been made to
relieve and diversify the long facades
of the exhibit palaces. At the far ends
of the grounds are the athletic fleld
and race track, amd at the near end
lies the zone in which are grouped the
amusement concessions.

Conceived to calebrate the opening of
the FPanama canal, the idea of the ex-
position had its Inception in 1904, The
great fire of 1806, in whleh San Fran-
cisco practically wuas destroyed, only-|
delaved plans for its embodiment. The
authorization of the state legislauture,
together with an appropriation of $5,-
00,000, was obtained, and In April,
1910, £4,089,000 was raised by privale
subscription In two hours. President
Tuft signed the exposition act Octo-
ber 4, 1911

In worlk done by the exposition com-

articipating and the concesslonaires
dmitted an investment of $80,000,000
iz represented. Exhibits on display
probably will bring the total of capital
temporarily tied up within the grounds
to $500,000,000 or more

Only One Building Permanent.

Only one exhibition butlding i= per-
manent. The ecity and the exposition
built jointly as a part of the city's new
civie center, still in progress of con
gtruction, a two-millign-dollar audite-
rium, in which are to be held the 400
congresses and conventlons which will
give the exposition such an important
educational aspect. After the expos!-
tion eloses the auditorlum will pass
inte the keeping of the city.

Tn the %213 of sporte the nation will be
representad as widelv as in ary other
of its intarasie
Yachting cups have heen given by Pres-
Wilson, King George of England
Emperor Willlam of Germany and Sip
Thomas Lipton

‘There ure to be important golf and polo
matches.

There is 1o be & motor boat race from
Mew York to San Franclsco through the
Panama canal,

A cross-continent aeroplane race is un-
der consideration.

The Vanderbile cup and Grand Prix
automobile racez2 are to be run on the
exposition track February 22 and Febru-
ary 27.

All the clamplonships of the Amateur
Athletic U'nion arve to be held on the ex-
position grounds

Considering Terminal Improvement.
8T. LOUIS, Mo., February 19 —The
river terminals conference of the
Mississipp! valley states today devoted

its attention largely to consideration
of terminal lmprovement in various

for Eventualities
a German Naval

Demonstration—Berlin’s Answer
to Protest Not Received.

THE HAGUE, via l.ondon, February
19.—The critical situation brought
about by the German naval demonstra-
tlon which It was announced would be-
gin yesterday has greatly impressed
governmental circles here. A reply to
the Dutch protest against the proposed
submarine blockade has mot vet been
received, but is expected momentarily.

Work was continued in all govern-
ment offices until late last evening, and
severa] conferences were held between
ministers. No real uneasiness is felt as
to Holland's position, but every pre-
caution has been taken by all branches
of the defensive forces in view of pos-
sible eventualities.

Troops Are Moving.

Considerable troep movements are re-
ported along the eastern frontier fac-
Ing Germany, but information regard-
ing them is closely guarded. The wa-
ter defenses are understood to be ready
for any emergency. Recruits for the
army reached their tralning depots
yesterday and more will arrive taduy_.

Many Dutch vesséls are now in Brit-
|sh waters on their way to or from

ports In Holland. Some apprehension
fs felt In shipping ecircles, hut it is
pointed out that these merchantmen

easily distinguishable, and conse-
:::inuy 13;. is hoped thc!’r; will he no
untoward happenlngs. The reported
encounter of the Dutch steamer He_lpnu.
with @ Zeppelin alrship in the North
sea and the fact the vessel was not
harmed is regarded as indicating that
Germany does not intend to ﬂ.tta.f_‘li]

neutrals.

Holland’s Note of Protest.

An official statement issued by the
Netherlands government gives the con-
tents of the note of protest sent to
Germany on that government's' estab-
lishment of its sea war zone.

The note declires that the Nether-
lands has pursued u strictly neyfral at-
titude to both Great Britain and Ger-
many, and protests against Germany
declaring as a theater of war such an
enormous stretch of water which peace-
ful neutral vessels may not safely enter
Or Cross.

It adds that the sinking of merchant-
men on suspicion, without arresi or
search, would contravene international
law and that if a Dutch ship were thus
sunk. the Netherlands would hold Ger-
many responsible.

Convoys Are Refused,

The government of the Netherlands
has refused a request for war vessels
to convey Dutch merchant ships
through the marine areaa prescribed
by Germany on the ground that such
action would enhance the risks of ships
without such eacorts.

“If Germany had only to do with the
United States,” says the Amsterdam
Telegraaf, “this answer would perhaps
have been drawn up in somewhat kind-
lier terms. [t is, however, a gquestion
of intimidating at the same time a
number of small neighboring countries
where every concession s regarded as
a sign of weakness.

“As usual, the German diplomat is
hiding behind the rattling sword of the
militarist. The eyes of all neutral
states In western Europe are now fixad
on “'_ashingtou. and their owners are
awalting the next move of President
Wilson.”

AMSTERDAM, February 12, via Lomn-
don.—A * dispatch received luelrc from
Berlin quotes the Vossische ?.Jelu‘mg on
eommunication to

the latest German
1 5 1lows;

the Tinited Statee as fol

B measures at cea

o ew i(zerman
ar;r‘;?relz‘.l.ed against two of the al!‘l‘es
of Great Britaln. One is the _Anwrlr.fn
traffic in arms. and the other is starv 4;
tion. We need no American arms, u'
chall make the struggle with stan.:
tion in the firm ronsciousness that “;
will pull through, even if :1_0[ ) r:n'.
single grain of wheat reaches us. reat

PARIS, February !fl,~l Detsp;'l;:; T;ill?;)d
Germany's reply to &
:.-.‘::‘t"e:?dpr’:teut agalnst the submarine
blockade, in the opinion of writers in
all sections of the Fren_ch prees, who
fill columns with ironical comment.
The tone of the document they comn-
slder moderate enough, but declars the
reasoning prepostercus and its mean-

ing plainly defiant.

GERMANY DEEMS SEA BLOCKADE
A FIGHT AGAINST STARVATION

Britaln as a result of our blockade
Hiust experience severe damage,™

The Lokal Anzeiger sayva:

"February 18 was thae beginning of
A defensive fight of a reople threaten-
ed with sturvation, a peo i

; . veople  which
must fight for its existence, and which
in thie fight for its life must and will
push aside all consideratione for third
parties. Consideration of others toward
us already hdas been eliminated. The
fizsht we enter upon February 18 must
be a fight with all reckleseness or not
at all, and we Germans have resolved
to fight without regard for the conse-
guences.”

FRENCH SAY DESPAIR INSPIRED
GERMANY’S DEFIANT REPLY TO U. s.

The Matin eaye the reply in s=ubstance

lgnores America’s warming and the
Berlin government practically refuses
to give the assurances aslked.

Georges Clemenceau expresses the

belief that terror of famine has driven
Germany to the worst sxtremities. He
argues that Berlin would do wisely to
ponder the military power. enormous
Industrial resources and indomitable
courage of the citizens of the United
States,

LONDON, February 19.—The London
morning newspapers comment in strong
terms on giermany's reply to the note

cities,
A

b

o

of the United States concerning Ger«

BRITISH RESENT GERMAN CLAIM
U. S. SHOULD BAR ARMS SUPPLIES

Inany's sea War gone. They especially

resent Germany's claim that the United

States government should not permit

American armnes snd ammunition te
3 ;

reach the allies. They contend In
answer to Germany's suggestion that
American warships convoy American
food ships Lo Germany that such con-
vovs would not safeguard the vessels
from striking mines.

The Morning Post in un editorial
sayse these are somewhat indigestible
propositions to set before a proud and
great nation. The Daily Chronicle, as-
serting that no country in the past
forty vears has indulged in supplying
arms to belligerents more than Ger-
man) herself, and instances as cases
in point the Rueso-Japaness and Bal-
kan wars.

Accompanied by Threats.

“Indeed, the substance of the Ger-
man note is a pretty open demand that
America shall take sides with Ger-
many. Such a demand, accompanied,
as il is, by threats, has seldom, if ever

before, been publicly served by one
great power on anpother.
“We may safely guess” says the

Daily News, “that Anmerica will =ee in
the satrange diplomalic effort of the
German note ne reason for changing
its opinion that the destruction of
American ships or citizens would be an
outrage involving the greatest peril to
peaceful relations between America
and Germany. If Germany is prepared
to run the risk, that is her concern.”

Nothing Like It, Says Times.

The Times, in an editorial, says:

“The German reply will hardly help
to restore the sadly damaged reputa-
tion of Teutonic diplomacy. Germany
tells President Wilson and the Ameri-
can people that she will pay no atten-
tion to thelr remonstrances. We can-
not remember anything guite like it in
the history of_recent diplomacy.”

SENATE BEGINS ITS WORK
ON APPROPRIATION BILLS

Meets Hour Earlier Than Usual
Legislative Measure First to
Be Considered.

In accordance with the agreement
entered into by the democratic and re-
publican leaders yesterday the Senate
today zot down to werk on the appro-
priation bills, meeting at 11-o'clock, an
lhour earlier than usual. Every effort is
being made to put the long-delayed ap-
propriation bills through the Senate
guickly so as to complete the work be-
fore the end of the sesslon of Congress.

The first of the bills taken up was
the legislative, executive and judicial
appropriation bill. Senator Martin,
chairman of fthe appropriations com-
mittee, had given notice last evening
that he wonld call it up today,

Agrees to Twenty-Cent Mileage.

The Senate agreed to the committee
amendment increasing the mileuge of

genators o the usual 20 cents n mile,
The House bill provided for a much
lower figure. Senator Burton of Ohio
suggested that it might be wise to

adopt the House plan of paving actual
traveling expenses, but in that case
the salaries of the sepators should be
raiged.

Senator Thomas of Colorado inter-

rupted to suggest that during the last |

four weeks the members of the Senate
had not earned any salary at all
referred to the filibustering which has
heen conducted apgainzt (he ship pur-
chase Bill.e

“The senators made s=peeches which
cost the government » thousand dollars
an hour during all this time," said Sen-
aior Thomauas,

Country Saved, He Says.

Senator Smoot of Utah contended that
the Senate had put in a2 most valuable
four weeks, and that It had saved the

country from a “most upamerican
bill” in its fight against the ship pur-
chase bill., The committes amendment

finally was adopted without a roll call

When the ilems increasging the
of some of the clerks of zenators and
representatives was reached Senator
Rootl vigorously attacked the increaszes,
and declared that if increase in sal-
aries were o be given they should go
to the underpald employes in the ex-
ecutive departments.

The item= for increasing the salaries
of clerks at the Capitol, a8 recommend-
ed by the commitiee. were finally
ndopted by the Senate. The Senate also
aspproved items of $1.500 sach for the
upkeep of automobiles of the WViee
Fresident and Speaker.
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NEWS FROM BERLIN

German Reply Failing to Ar-
rive, War Zone Status Is In-
formally Considered.

SITUATION DEEMED
NOT THREATENING

Administration Has No Fear That
American Ships Will Be
Sunk.

The official text of Germany's reply
to the United States note warning
against damage to American ships in
the naval war zone about the British
Isles had not heen received at the
State Department today; in fact, thers
no  advices from Ambassador

that it had been delivered to
him by the Berlin forelgn office, al-
though officials know from other ad-
vices that the German note hus been
delivered to the American ambassador
and {8, In fact, now on its way to
America.

Officials explained the delay by point-
ing out that the ambassador has been
using the cable which comes from Rome
and goes over a circuitous route with
numerous relays, while the unofficial in-
formation about the cbrrespondence has
been sent from Berlin to London
through neutral countries, and then has

taken the direct cable to the United
States.
When the cabinet assembled for the

usnal Friday meeting, formal consider-
ation of Germany's reply, which had been
expected, did mnot take place because
there were no advices from Berlin before
the President. On the unofficial report
of the text published vesterday, how-
©ver, the general situation was discussed
informally.

Situation Not Threatening.

After the cabinet meeting it was said
that officially it was considered that
the situation was not at all threaten-
ing and that the administration had
no fear that any American ship would
be sunk.

The suggestion of Germany in the
latest note to the United States that
means be found for identifying and
safeguarding American ships wventur-
ing into the war zone was understood
to have been taken up.

It was agreed, however, that the
American government has no authority
1o order ships to adopt such measures
as taken in Holland and the Secandi-
navian countries, which include the
painting of the mationality of the ship
in large letters on each side.

It was understood, however, that in-
quiries will be sent t6 maritime fn-
surance companies te k " an

: earn if : g
meagures are contemplated for identi-
fving neutral ships. v

Expects Londen to Aid.

That the United States is looking
for g removal of some of the causes of
the present complication in the forth-
coming answer from England to the
American note concerning the misuse of
flag was intimated in some official quar-
ters. It was pointed out that If categori-
ral assurances were given by Great
Britain and her allies that none of their
vesgels woulid be permitited to fly the
American or other neutral flags, the safe-
ty of American vessels in the war zones
would be guaranteed and German sub-
marines wouldi be obliged to wvisit and
search neutral vessels for contraband be-
fore destroying them as prizes. In this
case, It was added, the dangers for neu-
tral vessels luden with non-contraband
cargoes would be confined only to mines,
| the indiscriminate laying of which on the
high seas would be a subject of protest
by the United States unless pilots or safe
channels were given.

Mines Cause Fears.

The suggestion in the German note
that convoys of Amerlcan warships
should accompany American merchant-
men was looked upon by officlals as im-
practicable, because it would impose an
obligation on the United States to guar-
antee the character of cargoes of out-
going vessels, a requirement not covered
by any .domestic law. Moreover, If
mines were laid, as Germany announces
her intentlon of doing. convoys, in the
opinion of Americun officials, would be
=till endangered by mines, and public
copinion in the United States might be
niuch more seriously aroused by the de-
struction of a warship than by a mer-
fehantman.

In fact the disporition was to regard
the sowing of mines in large sea areas
as creating i meniace greater than sub-
marine warfare, x

When mines were lald in the North
sen the American government took the
position that it could not determine
which of the belligerents wus responai-
ble for the action, and did not protest,
especially since pilots were furnished
by Great Britain and neutral vessels
were enabled to proceed with their
journeys. With the admission by Ger-
many of her intention te lay mines,
it wase intimated that a protest might
be forthcoming, unlesse pilotse wepe
given to neutral vessels carrying legi-
timate cargoes.

Contraband Destruction.

As to the announcement in the Ger-
man note that the ‘Jerman navy would
now regard ull articler as contraband
which Great Britsin had =o proclalmed,
the American government fs not ex-
pected to enter into any dispute, ex-
cept in connection with those articles
against whirh it already has protested
ta the allies. The right to intercept
contraband cargoes and even destroy
them at sen, if contraband constitutes
more than half the cirgo of a ship, is
an admbitted right. though proof later
must be presented to bear out such
aetion, -

n tierman official quarters here the
possibility of complications with neu-
trals over the war zonc decres was
not rezarded as likely to occur because
it wasz pointed out that Germany's
campaign was aimed ar steamers car-
rving cargoes of contraband and not
veseels devoted entirely to passenger
trafic. There would be no object, it
war said, in destroying even enemy
passenger ships, although they might
be captured and diverted from thelr
coutses,

Think Big Liners Are Safe,

I* was s=aid that not only was f{t
probable that Germian submarines
would earefully avold interference

with any American ships. " 1t that they
would alee refrain from attacking any
of the big transatlantic liners even
they were under the French or Brit-
ish flags

These great liners carry no such car.
goes and their enlire capacity is con-
sumed by passengers and the thou-
sans of tons of corl necessaty to maae
th: transatlantic vorage at high speed

- OUTOF BUKOWINA

BY THE AUSTRIANS

Berlin Says 130,000 Russians
May No Longer Be Reck-
oned With.

ALLIES BRING PRESSURE
UPON FOE IN THE WEST

Favored in Fighting, They Seek to
Prevent Germans From Go-
ing to East.

TEUTONS CLAIM SUCCESSES

Report Capture of Several of Enemy’s
Villages—Petrograd Declares
Foe Seeks to Cut Warsaw.

Communications. \

LONDON, February 19.—All
reports agree that the Austrians
at last have flung the Russians en-
tirely out of Bukowina. The Rus-
sians claim that they retired in
good order, and in order to
shorten their line, but they do not
seek to deny their retreat.

German military officers in Ber-
lin doubt whether much remains
of about five Russian army corps,
which were engaged in the recent
battle in the Mazurian Lake re-
gion of East Prussia. While the
Russians may have saved some of
their artillery through quick re-
treat, it seems certain, says Ber-
lin, that Russian troops to the
number of at least 130,000 are no
longer to be reckoned with by the
German armies.

For several days past the fight-
ing in the western arena of the
war would seem, judging from the
reports reaching London, to have
been in faver of the allies. The
Germans have been counter at-
tacking violently. but they appear
to have had heavy losses. The
pressure of the allies has no doubt
been timed to keep the Germans
busy during developments in the
east and to prevent the withdraw-
ing of forces for the relief of the
eastern line, as was done in De-
cember.

Roumania’s Position.

Several weeks ago the occupation ef
Bukowina by the Russians and the
presence of the Austrians mnear the
Roumanian frontier was haled as a sit -
uation which should justify the entr:
of Roumania into the wat on the side
of the allles, but today with Bukowinu
once more In Austrian lands, the situa
tion again grows interesting. Newspa-
per correspondents have ceased predict-
ing when Roumania will take up arms,
but sympathizers with the allles have
not given up the expectation that she ui-
timately will take this step.

Eastern Situation.

The situation In the northern ex-
tremity of the eastern battle line is not
s0 clear as it was & few days ago. Ter-
ritory on both =ides of the East Prus-
sian frontler has been desolated, aund
areas both in Ruesia and in East Prus-
siz have been converted into a sort of
present-day Belglum. Petrograd speak=
of the flight of the Russian population
before *he German advance, while Em-
peror Willlam, eulogizing the victor:
of Field Marshal von Hindenburg, 1s-
ments the depredationz of the retreat-
ing Russians.

No Great Battle Fought.

Apparently no great battle has been
fought since the Russians began their
retreat toward the River Niemen. Petro-
grad Insists that engagements eince
have been putpost affairs which would
seam tp Indlcate that the Germans
have not advanced across the fiftv-mile
gtrip of territory lying between tha
Niemen line and the East Prussiun
frontier.

Opn the other hand the Germans claim
and are celebrating a notable victory
over the Russians in Fast Frussia, in-
cluding the takiug of no fewer than
64,000 prisoners.

German View of Fighting,

That the Germans have occupisd
Tauroggen in the Russian provines of
Kovno is the declaration of the Ger
man official statement isgued today
The engagements of the pursuing Ger.
mans with the retreating Russians to
the northwest of Grodno and to the
north of Auchswola are pearing an end,
it is cluimed by Berlin, but the state
ment continuee to say that the battla
to the northwest of Kolno is contin
uing. Russians have been driven from
peveral villages south of Myszinies, il
is declared. From the reglon south o7
the Vistula in Poland Berlin claima
there iz nothing to report.

Russian Withdrawal.

A dispatch from Reoumania to the
Draily Mail gives details of the Russic
withdrawal from Czernowitz and soyuth
ern Bukowina, as received from a
Russian staff officer, who said:

“The Austria forces were overwhelmn-
ingly superior, but gkillful generalshin
enabled the Rusglans to escape withou!
heavy losses. The Russians in retreat
followed the mountaln patns and back

roads, which in some places wers
blocked with four feet of snow
“The Russian rear wars constantly

harassed by Austrian Tyrolese troops
on snow shoes, who gained the moun-
tain summits and rolled great masses
of rocks down on the Russians, and
they kept up constaut sharpshooting as

well.
“Other Austrian detachments worked
around on the flank of the retreating

Russians, They felled trees m? the
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